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New 
Jedediah Strong Smith 

Family Details with 
Some Inaccuracies 

Corrected
By Stephen Darley

Stephen Darley has a law degree 
from George Washington University 
and owned his own real estate 
development and construction firm 
from 1972 until he retired in 2009. 
He has written articles on a variety of 
subjects which have been published 
in Firsts Magazine, Early America 
Review, Cry Havoc, Southern 
Campaigns of the American 
Revolution Newsletter and Historic Lakes Website. He co-wrote a 
bio-bibliography of Rafael Sabatini which was published by Oak 
Knoll Press in 2010 and will have a book on the 1775 expedition 
to Quebec, entitled “Voices From a Wilderness Expedition: The 
Journals and Men of Benedict Arnold’s Expedition to Quebec in 
1775,” which will be published by Author House in 2011.

Mr. Darley grew up in Utah and was first introduced to Jedediah 
Smith in 1965 by a law school classmate which formed a long 
standing interest in JSS and the history of the settlement of the 
early west. One of his articles in Firsts Magazine from July 2008 
was titled “The West of Dale L. Morgan.” Since 1965, he has 
collected an extensive library of works regarding Jedediah Smith 
and other mountain men. He is a member of New Haven Museum 
and Historical Society and the Connecticut Society of Genealogists 
and lives in North Haven, Connecticut and is a proud member of 
the JSS Society.

This is a new look at four JSS family members all of whom 
obviously influenced his life and yet whose lives have been either 
been partially presented or in some cases inaccurately presented in 
previous writings. 

SeTH SmITH: JSS paternal grandfather 

Here is a summary of the highlights of his life:
• Aug. 21, 1736: Born in South Hadley which became  

 part of Granby Massachusetts
• 1761: Married his first wife, Thankful Burt1 
• 1763: Had his own property and was listed as a head of  

 family in Granby2 
• Apr. 21, 1767: Birth of son Jedediah, father of JSS 
• 1772: First wife Thankful died
• June 8, 1773: Married second wife, Eunice Clark in Granby

• 1773: Moved his family to Brattleboro, VT obtaining  
 land deed from New York sources3

• 1774: His brother Israel moved to VT with his family  
 and the two brothers’ parents4

• Oct. 18, 1775: Appointed Lieutenant Colonel in VT  
 militia5

• Jan. 4, 1776: Appointment confirmed by VT Committee  
 of Safety6 

• Apr. 25, 1777: One of the signers of instructions from  
 VT  land owners to the New York Convention in support of  
 New York land claims

• Aug. 1777: Battle of Bennington (see below)
• Dec. 17, 1781: Indicted by court in Windham County  

 VT for Treason due to his activities in support of the claims  
 of  and owners in VT who obtained their land deeds from  
 New York sources7

• Jan. 21, 1782: Presented petition to New York Governor  
 regarding VT land claims from New York8

• Jan. 28, 1782: Presented petition from VT land   
 owners with New York claims to the Continental Congress  
 in Philadelphia9

• Feb 11, 1782: Presented petition to New York legislature  
 to intervene in the VT land disputes10 

• Feb. 23, 1782: VT General Assembly discharged the  
 indictment for treason11

• Summer/Fall 1782: Moved to Spencertown, New York12  
• Sept. 12, 1786: Obtained a grant of 780 acres in Jericho,  

 later Bainbridge, New York as a “Vermont sufferer”. His   
 brother, Israel, also received a land grant.13

• 1787/9 to1820: Lived in Granby, Massachusetts14 
• Oct. 18, 1820: Died at age 84 in Granby

Seth Smith and the Battle of Bennington. The cited source for 
VT militia Colonel Seth Smith being in the battle is a history of 
the Dickerman family15, which says that Seth was in church on 
Sunday when he first heard about a British force heading toward 
Bennington. He then rounded up some volunteers from Brattleboro, 
left the next day and arrived in time to participate in the battle. 

It should be noted that Chloe, the daughter of Israel Smith who 
described her Uncle Seth in her diary16, does not mention any 
involvement in the Battle of Bennington. Dickerman history 
states that Seth’s daughter, Thankful, “often spoke of her father’s 
connection with the Revolutionary army, and though a young girl, 
remembered the battle of Bennington and spoke of it frequently.”17  
Unfortunately, this summary confirms that Seth was in the militia 
but only implies a connection with Bennington. 

The Dickerman summary is not accurate for two reasons. First, a 
current effort to identify all of the participants in the Bennington 
battle by Michael Gabriel of Kutztown University reports that he 
has found no record confirming Seth Smith being in the battle. 
Second, and more important, the Battle of Bennington was fought 
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on August 16, 1777, which was a Saturday. Seth Smith could not 
have heard about it in church on Sunday and then left the next 
day and arrived just in time to fight in the battle. If this were to be 
true, it would have taken him six days to travel the approximately 
fifty miles from Brattleboro to the battle site near Bennington. The 
Dickerman story is not supported by the facts.

JABIN STrONG: JSS maternal grandfather

Highlights of his life:
• Descended from Elder John Strong who settled   

 Northampton Massachusetts
• Aug. 12, 1734: Born In Lebanon Connecticut18 
• 1758: on muster roll of Colonel Nathan Whiting’s  

 Regiment from CT in French and Indian War19

• Married Betsey Curtis and moved to Chatham,   
 later known as East Hampton, Connecticut, where he was a  
 farmer

• “He traveled largely through the west when it was a  
 wilderness filled with Indians, and went accidently over   
 Niagara Falls without being killed.”20

• May 8-Dec. 19, 1775: Sergeant in 10th company  
 of Colonel Benjamin Hinman’s Regiment at the siege of   
 Boston21 

• 1779-81: Captain of a company of teamsters in   
 the Connecticut militia with twelve teams and living in   
 Glastonbury, CT22 

• 1782: 1st wife, Sarah Betsy Curtis, died
• May 27, 1791: Married Ruth Hunter in Glastonbury.23 
• 1800 census: living in Glastonbury, CT 
• 1810 census: Living in Chatham, CT 
• 1816: Died in Chatham24 

There is no doubt that Jabin served in the French and Indian War. 
The record of his involvement in 1758 is clear, so it is reasonable 
to assume that the traveling throughout the west refers to his war 
experiences marching to Canada in 1758. I agree with Howard 
who correctly says that there is no record of the plunge over 
Niagara Falls and that it was “a wonderful story to conjure up for 
grandchildren.” I disagree with Howard’s speculations about his 
involvement with Major Israel Putnam in 1764 for the Pontiac 
Rebellion for which there is no record. As indicated above, he also 
served in the Revolutionary War in 1775 and 1779 to 1781. 

There is no record that Jabin ever lived anywhere but Connecticut 
and no indication that he or any of his family ever lived in 
Spencertown, New York. Barbour incorrectly states that Jabin 
Strong obtained land in Bainbridge as a Vermont sufferer because 
there is no record that he lived in Vermont and is not on any list 
of the Vermont sufferers or any listing of one who obtained a land 
grant.25  Other than his war experiences, he seems to have lived 
his entire life in Chatham and Glastonbury, Connecticut working 
on his farm.26 

JeDeDIAH Sr.

1. Place of marriage to Sally Strong. Robert West Howard,27 

Stella D. Hare28 and Matthew Smith29  state that the couple 
was married in Spencertown, New York, which is located 

in Columbia County. Barton Barbour states that Jedediah 
married Sally Strong in Spencertown in 1795.30 However, 
by that year Sally had already had two children. Since Sally 
Strong’s father never lived there, some other explanation 
needs to be given as to how Sally would be there. Matthew 
Smith explains this by having the family of her brother Cyrus, 
who he incorrectly calls John Cyrus, moving there with Seth 
Smith’s family sometime before 1789.31 The problem is that 
Cyrus did not marry until 1804 and the marriage took place 
in Bainbridge and not Spencertown. Traveling with Cyrus 
is not credible as the way to get Sally to Spencertown. It is 
also not credible to have Sally traveling west with her future 
husband when they could have married in Connecticut before 
they traveled westward.

There is no written record of Sally or Jedediah getting 
married in Spencertown. The only clear family reference to 
Spencertown is from Jedediah’s cousin, Chloe but she only 
mentions her uncle, not her cousin, living there. The family 
history researchers on ancestry.com support the marriage 
taking place in Chatham, CT rather than Spencertown, 
NY. Based on Revolutionary War pension records and the 
1800 census, Jabin Strong lived in Glastonbury at that time, 
although he does not show up there in the 1790 census, or 
anywhere else for that matter. Without a better explanation of 
placing Sally at Spencertown, the weight of evidence clearly 
supports her father’s hometown as the place for the marriage. 
Based on the date of birth of their first child32 and the 1790 
census, 1790 is the appropriate year.

2. Jedediah living in Spencertown. Jedediah Sr. lived in 
Spencertown with his father from 1782 until they both left 
about 1787. There is no credible evidence that Jedediah 
lived in Spencertown after his father left. Both Howard 
and Stella D. Hare, a descendant of Jedediah Sr., believe 
that a 1790 census with the name of Zedediah Smith living 
in Spencertown is enough to support that it was really 
Jedediah living there. More weight in my view should be 
given to two other items. First is an entry found in a section 
on early settlers of Bainbridge which has Jedediah Smith, 
from “the New England states,” along with Cyrus Strong, 
coming to Bainbridge in 1795.33  Second, the 1790 census for 
Glastonbury, Connecticut has a Jedediah Smith living there 
with a wife. Jedediah did not live in Spencertown in1790 
because he was in Glastonbury and did not move his family 
to the west until after his marriage to Sally in Connecticut and 
the birth of three of his children. It is logical to believe that 
after Jedediah returned to Granby with his father in 1787 he 
was close enough in proximity to Chatham to have met Sally 
and her family and that they got married in Connecticut. 

3. moving to Jericho or Bainbridge. The best evidence suggests 
that Jedediah moved his family to Bainbridge in late 1794 or 
early 1795, after the birth of his son Ralph on September 11, 
1794. The History of Chenango County states that “Jedediah 
Smith, who came in from the New England States in company 
with Cyrus Strong” came to Bainbridge “as early as 1795.” 
The way the names of the early settlers are arranged in 
chronological order in that history makes it clear that Jedediah 
and Cyrus were not among the early settlers.34

Continued on page 3
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  Barbour incorrectly suggests that Jabin Strong and Jedediah 
Sr. may have served in the same New York regiment in the 
Revolutionary War as another basis for their land grants 
in Bainbridge.35  A Strong land grant in Bainbridge did not 
exist. The Smith land grant came from Seth Smith’s presence 
in Vermont and not from his Revolutionary War service, 
whatever it may have been. Jedediah Sr., being born in 1767, 
was too young to serve in the Revolutionary War until 1781 
and his father did not move to New York until 1782 when 
the war was almost over. The evidence for New York service 
does not exist and contradicts the known facts about the two 
men.

rALPH SmITH AND THe BATTLe OF LAKe erIe

The presence of Jedediah Strong Smith’s brother Ralph in the Battle 
of Lake Erie seems to be accepted by all of those who have written 
about the background of JSS except for Dale Morgan, Maurice 
Sullivan and Harvey L. Carter.36  The fact that these three eminent 
historians did not repeat the War of 1812 story should make one 
cautious in terms of accepting at face value a family tradition that 
was introduced in a manuscript history of the Smith family by Ezra 
Delos Smith, a grandson of Ralph.37  

The Ezra D. Smith manuscript contains the following information 
regarding the Battle of Lake Erie.

• Ralph was in the New York militia
• Oliver Hazard Perry called on the New York militia  

 to act as riflemen for his fleet and that Ralph went with the  
 others in his unit

• After the battle when the victorious fleet arrived at  
 Ashtabula, Ohio, Ralph and some other militiamen “swam  
 ashore and walked home”

• Ralph’s son-in-law tried to get him a pension but it was  
 rejected

• JSS had previously been employed on a merchant vessel  
 on Lake Erie so he went along with Ralph on one of Perry’s  
 vessels. The implication is that JSS was sort of an aide to   
 Ralph.

The notion of Ralph Smith serving in the New York militia when 
he lived in Pennsylvania does not ring true. North East Township, 
Pennsylvania is less than twenty miles from the site of Commodore 
Perry’s command center and ship building operation at Erie Village 
and Presque Isle in Erie County. If anything, Ralph should have 
been with a Pennsylvania militia company rather than one from 
New York. Placing Ralph in the New York militia is the first reason 
to be suspicious of this tale.

The records of Chenango County, where the Jedediah Sr. family 
lived in New York prior to 1811, show that the militia companies 
of that county were with General William Hull in his ill-fated 
expedition into Canada in 1812, and then in 1813 were at Sackett’s 
Harbor, but at no time were they with Commodore Perry on Lake 
Erie.38 Therefore, even if Ralph went with the Chenango County 
militia, they did not go to Lake Erie.  A search of the Pennsylvania 
archives reveals that there is no record of Ralph Smith being in the 
Pennsylvania militia during the War of 1812.39  There is also no 

record of Ralph Smith being among the list of 557 men serving on 
board the nine vessels that constituted Perry’s fleet.40  The lack of 
any credible record of service during the War of 1812 is evidenced 
by the rejection of the 1855 pension application of Ralph Smith by 
the U.S. Pension Office. 

The story that Ralph and some of his friends swam ashore and went 
home before they were formally discharged, thus leaving no record 
behind, seems like a fabrication. No compelling reason is given as 
to why Ralph and his companions were under such a necessity for 
leaving. Ralph’s actions, as described by his grandson, certainly 
amount to a form of desertion. It is hard to see why that kind of risk 
would be taken by him or his comrades after a successful battle.

Because of his age, Jedediah Strong Smith’s participation in the 
Lake Erie battle only rings true if his brother actually served there. 
If Ralph’s presence in the battle falls apart so does Jedediah’s. Just 
as with Ralph, there is no evidence of Jedediah being in the Lake 
Erie battle. That is not to say that the story of Jedediah serving 
on a merchant vessel on the lakes is untrue. Indeed, if there are 
family records showing that Jedediah served on the lakes based on 
a shipping manifest written by him41, the fact that he was not in the 
battle does not detract from those other experiences on the lakes 
prior to enlisting with the Ashley/Henry enterprise.  
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Something to be Thinking About for Next Year



museum Firearm Collection expands
Submitted by Jim Hardee

For trappers and Indians of the Rocky Mountains, one of their 
most practical and necessary tools was a dependable firearm. 
The Museum of the Mountain Man recently added several more 
examples of guns employed by mountaineers during the fur trade 
period. These nine weapons, including smooth-bored and rifled 
guns, are now on display. 

Several models of “trade guns” enhance the collection. A 
significant sample is one made by John Barnett, a well know 
maker from England. Barnett had a contract with the Hudson’s 
Bay Company to supply trade guns from 1832 until 1842, 
though he produced firearms both before and after that period. 
This particular gun is stamped “Barnett 1833.” It is typical of 
many trade guns being a full-stock, smoothbore, flintlock with 
the familiar cast brass serpent side-plate and oversized trigger 
guard. A circular cartouche bearing a seated fox is stamped into 
the stock. 

A somewhat fancier trade gun, known as “Chief’s Grade,” was 
also acquired. This particular gun was constructed by Robert 
Wheeler of Birmingham, England. It has the recognizable 
styling and typical features of a regular trade gun, but includes 
additional elements such as an oval brass thumb piece, inset at 
the top of the wrist with a classical profile bust of an American 
Indian. Rather than a serpent, this gun’s side plate is engraved, 

with similar decorations on the butt plate and trigger guard. These more decorated weapons were often presented to prominent tribal 
leaders to reinforce trade alliances. 

Parker, Field and Sons, from East London, made trade guns for the HBC for many years, obtaining a contract from 1837 - 1875. The 
museum’s new example is a fullstock, percussion lock, smoothbore. 

The distinctive serpent side plate appears on another percussion lock trade gun, this one built by I. Hollis and Sons. Isaac Hollis 
also worked in Birmingham, England as a gun maker for the HBC. This firearm’s lock is stamped “Makers to Her Majesty’s War 
Department” encircling an “IHS” monogram. 

The Walloon Country of Belgium was the birthplace of a flintlock fowler included in the new assortment of firearms. This piece 
bears the proof marks from Liege Town, as used around the mid-1860s. Its octagon-to-round barrel and brass hardware provide a 
nice example of a later fur trade weapon. 

Thomas Ketland, Jr. took over the family gun making business in 1822 and ran it until his death in 1833. A smooth bore, flintlock 
recently added to the museum’s displays is marked “T. Ketland & Co.” This lock-plate stamp was instituted when the younger Ketland 
ran the company but it is not clear how long the name continued. The forearm cap is of brass, as is the trigger guard and butt plate, 
the latter two appliances are ornately decorated with engraving. A nice thumb piece on top of the stock’s wrist, also of brass, displays 
an oval cameo profile of a woman. 

A fine example of a Jaeger double-barrel shotgun has a stock carved with floral designs and cross hatching incised into the wrist 
and forearm. This percussion gun has an ornate silver trigger guard inscribed with forest and animals scenes and additional silver 
hardware. It also boasts a wooden patch box. This remarkable firearm was built by F. Jung and Sons from Suhl, Germany. 

Finally, two Charleville muskets top out the acquisition. One is the shorter, carbine version. These guns were made in Ardennes, 
France. This style of weapon saw considerable military use from the early 1700s into the early 1800s. The lock-plate of the carbine 
is stamped 1849. Both sport the expected steel ramrod so common on military firearms. Surplus military guns often turned up on 
the western frontier. 

The public is invited to view these new additions to the museum’s collection of artifacts. The museum continues to upgrade the 
excellence of historical objects on display pertaining to the Rocky Mountain fur trade, so plan frequent visits during the season. 

Credit: The Beaver Plew, Sublette County Historical Society, Pinedale, WY

Above: The new impressive gun collection will be a permanent 
feature in the museum’s main gallery.



Jedediah Smith Society
P.O. Box 7937
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Dues will expire Jan 1st

Please make check payable to: JEDEDIAH SMITH SOCIETY
Bob Shannon, P.O. Box 7937, Stockton, CA  95267

INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN
NAME

ADDrESS

CITY

PHONE

Jedediah Smith Society membership is open to 
all who wish to join in support of research, pres-
ervation and information about the 1st Ameri-
can arriving overland 1826 and other California 
pioneers of the 18th & 19th centuries.  

 Student   $10.00 Individual $20.00             
 Sponsor  $50.00 Patron     $100.00

Jedediah Smith’s Holster Pistol

This 50 caliber, percussion pistol was 
possibly bought in St. Louis by Jed after 
leaving the mountains in 1830 and car-
ried by him on the Santa Fe Trail.  Prior 
to this, his weapons were most likely flint-
locks.  It was recovered from Comanche 
Indians by Mexican traders after Smith 
had been ambushed and killed by Indians 
in 1831.  The pistol, originally one of a 
matching pair, was preserved through the 
Peter Smith family line and later was on 

loan to the Serra Museum, San Diego, when stolen in October 1961.  This pistol’s whereabouts has never 
been determined since stolen and its matching mate has never been proven to still exist.  


